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Unit Overview

Students were challenged to choose and research a social issue of 
importance and create an artistic investigation of it using hand drawn and 
digital animation techniques.   I designed this unit using the “Understanding 
by Design” model and collaborated with the student’s language arts 
instructor to connect their learning to the persuasive essay writing and 
research unit they were studying at the time. Our summative assessment for 
the unit included a performance based Charcoal Animation Film Festival for 
parents, teachers and peers and an “artist talk” in which students discussed 
how they met the learning outcomes to a captive audience.
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Inquiry Newsletter

Students and parents were given an inquiry newsletter  at the beginning of 
the unit to anticipate the learning outcomes and begin to explore personally 
releveant themes. 
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Core Standards and Cross Curricular Connections

The learning outcomes were based on the natioanal core art standards 
www.nationalartsstandards.org which mirror the new BC curriculum with an 
emphasis on critical thinking, collaboration and student-driven inquiry.  
Students were also meeting and being assessed on language arts standards 
in collaboration with the language arts instructor.   

Authentic, Performance-Based,  Assessment as Learning

Students were put in a real life situation as they were asked to publicly 
express their ideas, understandings and feelings about an issue that 
prompted a strong personal reaction for them and interpret their 
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perspective through 
their artwork in the 
manner of professional 
artists.

Introducing students at the 
festival. 

Students also developed speaking and presentation skills, were able to answer 
impromptu questions from the audience, developed their drawing skills and 
familiarity with expressing ideas visually with technology. 

Understanding By Design

We began our unit with the end in mind by discussing the standards we 
would achieve and how we could show what we know and can do.   Students 
collaborated to create criteria for the products they would create and shape 
the final summative assessment, the Animation Film Festival.  We adjusted 
the assessment rubric to reflect their input and students kept a copy in their 
sketchbooks to refer to and recieve feedback along the way.  Students found 
it easy to understand the expectations and criteria from the outset. 
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Differentiation: To ensure that all students were successful with the unit, I 
employed several strategies to differentiate instruction, especially for the 
many students who were also English Language Learners. These included 
pre-teaching essential vocabulary, assisting with research by paraphrasing 
passages, maintaining vocabulary lists and word walls and ensuring students 
had daily individual consultations. Because of the visual elements of the 
project, students who were challenged by expressing themselves with 
language were able to achieve their language arts standards at a high level by 
using symbolism and mood to express their ideas.
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 A still image from the film Life, by Hyo Min Lee, Grade 7.

Formative Assessment and Feedback

Students were able to have frequent individual consultations and periodic 
peer critiques as they worked.  Another tool that I used to facilitate 
communication and feedback was an Edmodo page I created for our class 
that allowed for a variety of informal assessments that I used to guide 
instruction and students used to share resources and ideas. 

Using an informal poll  on our 
Edmodo group to guage student’s 
understanding of a lesson. 
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Helping students stay on track with 
timelines and rubric criteria.

Students sharing online resources. 

Unit Plan: Social Issues and Digital Storytelling

Ms. Nadine Bouliane: Middle School Art
 7



nbouliane.org

A student recieving in-progress 
feedback on his project via 
Edmodo. 

A student reflecting on his process and 
sharing it on Edmodo.
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Student Examples

Parents and families, students, teachers and faculty were invited for a special 
presentation of the films and a question and anwer session for the student 
artists at the end of the unit for our final assessment.   We also uploaded the 
films and created a QR code that could be posted around the school to be 
easily viewed and shared on personal devices after the presentation.   The 
following examples can be viewed by scanning the qr code below with the 
camera of a smartphone and following the link.

Black Lives Matter, by Chris Lee. Grade 6.

https://vimeo.com/180190650 

Chris was especially successful in creating an artwork that expresses the 
social division felt by the Black Lives Matter movement in the U.S. Chris 
insightfully used his research to create a moving animation of a specific 
event that incited this compelling campaign. His use of simple black and 
white imagery and a stirring musical score created an emotionally effective 
response to the assignment.  
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Shark Fin Soup: The Soup that Endangers, Noah Hathout. Grade 7.

https://vimeo.com/180193905

Noah was especially successful in creating an engaging film that explored 
the use of shark fins in the food system; he was able to achieve an excellent 
sense of movement throughout and effectively problem solved how to 
achieve some challenging transitions between scenes.  Through this project, 
Noah discovered his natural proclivity for drawing and had impressive 
success with his drawing techniques throughout the rest of the year. 

Website

For more vibrant examples from my classroom, please visit nbouliane.org.  
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